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Message from the President 
 

I am pleased to accept the role as president of Ready 2 Run for 2011, our 10th anniversary year! Iôm looking forward to a fun and successful year with 

the best agility club ever. We are maintaining the same group of officers who have worked so well together in this past year. Cynthia Kennedy re-

mains our secretary, Jill Murdock continues as treasurer and Cherie Singer is assuming the role of vice-president which I held this past year. I know 

that I can count on their help and support as well as the help and support of each and every R2R member as I take on my new responsibilities. 

 

Of course, it has always been a great Ready 2 Run tradition to encourage members to take on new roles of responsibilities.  We had a great response 

to our Key Trial Positions sign up and itôs exciting to see so many of you willing to take on these jobs, often for the first time. We have many experi-

enced people willing to mentor those who are new to a position so donôt hesitate to become more involved in club activities. 

 

We have an exciting year planned starting with a wee bit of the Irish at our St Paddyôs day trial at Wag in Elk Grove. Lynn OôSaunders, our trial 

chair, always has way too much fun planning and attending this trial. Of course, as trial secretary I am eagerly awaiting your entries and hope to see 

most of you there.  

 

We then move on to Cinco de Mayo at our homecoming weekend at Fuji Park; then on to our June trial at UNR.  Our October trial and our awards 

party is still to be planned but I know that with everyoneôs help it will be a spectacular success. 

 

Ready 2 Run continues to be on the cutting edge in communications with our membership through our new website, our newsletter , the Yahoo! 

Group and our Facebook page.  Itôs easy to be an informed and involved member of the group. Our trials and other activities become much more fun 

when we learn a little bit more about our fellow members through these forums. 

 

Little did I know way back when I entered my first agility trial that I would make so many friends along the way and get so involved in a great club.  

 

~Barb Meyer~ 

Message from your Editor 

 
I rejoin you again as your newsletter editor starting with this newsletter.  I look forward to hearing from you with all your brags, pictures and stories 

in 2011.  This newsletter can only exist with your contributions.  Feel free to make any comments, suggestions or corrections.    Send them to me at 

macdonaldsheila@hotmail.com 

 

I wish you and your dogs success, teamwork, Qô s and most of all FUN!    Sheila MacDonald 

Meet Hamlet! 

 

Hamlet (right) is a Cardigan Welsh Corgi and belongs to Peter 

and Shawn Vogel.  Shawn began training with Lin Battaglia in 

December 2010 and is Shawnôs first agility dog.  We look  

forward to seeing her in action. 



R2R Brags 
NOTE:  Some of this is older news, as the newsletter was temporarily in abeyance.  But itôs 

good news all the same, so here it is! 

Karin Bruceôs Corey won 

his C-ATCH in February 

2010, his first big ribbon! 

[Left ]  Cherie Singerôs North-

light Joker's Wild earns his 

name on the  Ready 2 Run Triple 

Triple Superior NADAC plaque.   

 

Joker (muddy feet and all) com-

pleted a beautiful Weavers run at 

the R2R St. Paddy's Day trial in 

March to finish his Triple Triple 

Versatility and his Elite All 

Around.  He earned his name on 

the Ready 2 Run plaque and 

joins many great dogs that have 

completed this achieve-

ment....including Cherie's Ripley 

and Sampson. 

From Jayme Martinez: (Pictures at right)  We had a terrific time in Gil-

lette, Wyoming at the 2010 NADAC Championships.  In spite of being rear-

ended in the McDonald's drive-through the first morning I was there, it was a 

fantastic experience.  It was our second time at the champs and Gillette.  I 

wore my purple and so did my dogs. ;o)   I entered Sorcha in the pre-trial on 

Wednesday and she went 2/3 with a first place in novice hoopers and a 2nd 

place in novice weavers.   I also entered Panda, Kestra and Sorcha in the 

EGC and they all earned points from their runs.   Panda's team was Two Old 

Dogs and a Cute Bitch with Amanda Gross and Fez and Mary Kapner and 

Mitzi .  They placed in all 3 of their team runs with a 2nd, 7th and 8th place.  

Panda also got a 5th placement ribbon for one of his runs.   Panda finished in 

12th place in his division (skilled veteran).   Kestra got a 6th and a 7th place-

ment ribbon for a couple of her runs, but the big news is:  She made it into 

the finals!!!    Who would have thought that my bar knocker, bratty girl 

would make it to the NADAC finals.  It was a such a thrill! We had a clean 

run in the finals and Kestra finished in 8th place in her very tough 16" skilled 

division.  I'm so proud of her!!  We're looking forward to the fall/winter trial-

ing season.  Kestra needs 6 elite jumpers for her first Medal/Versatility 

Medal and Panda needs 5 jumpers for his Medal 4.   

Update:  Panda got his Medal 4 at the St. Paddyôs Ready to Run trial at 

WAG, and got his Versatility Medal 4 at the WAG trial on March 27, 2011. 

From Ginger Firestone:  Her Aussie 

Tux won a conformation show earlier in 

2011. Not only did he get his points to-

wards his championship, but he got best 

of breed and best of winners.   She was 

quite pleased (to say the least).   She is 

looking forward to agility season again.  



From Lin Battaglia: At the recent St. Party's day trial, Sweep earned his 23 NATCH.  

 

 I am very proud to announce that the Battaglia pack dogs made both NADAC TOP TEN lists again this year. At their ages they are starting to drop off a 

little in speed but they always give us their best. Nice to know they are still raked highly in the sport we love. Once they started the Elite level they  made 

the lists every year which is amazing given the number of Border Collies and Shelties competing in NADAC. These listings are International.  Not a year 

has gone by that Sweep, 10 1/2 years old, has not been on both TOP TEN NADAC LISTS since he started in the Elite level.  This is the first year Trapper 

and Fallon have not been on the TOP TEN LIST; they are only on the NADAC TOP TEN BREED LIST. 

 

Fallon, Trapper and Sweep all made the NADAC TOP TEN BREED LIST for BCs and Shelties and Sweep made the NADAC TOP TEN LIST.  Not a year 

has gone by that Sweep, 10 1/2 years old ,has not been on both TOP TEN NADAC LISTS since he started into the Elite level. This is the first year Trapper 

and Fallon have not been on the TOP TEN LIST they are only on the NADAC TOP TEN BREED LIST. They have all had wonderful records and brilliant 

agility partners.  

  

NADAC Breed Top Ten 

Fallon (12 years old) in 5 classesé.Chances, Hoopers, Jumpers, Regular, & Touch N Go 

Sweep (10+ years old) in all 7 classesé.Chances, Hoopers, Jumpers, Regular, Touch N Go, Tunnelers, Weavers 

Trapper (10+ years old)in 2 classesé.Chances, Hoopers  

  

NADAC TOP TEN 

Sweep (10+ years old) in 3 classesé.Chances, Hoopers, Jumpers  (just off the list in the other classes) 

Fallon and Trapper both just off the list this year. 

  

Thank you for training with me. You help me be successful. 

  

Congratulations to those of you who also made the list. Mary Kapner with Mitzi the Poodle for BREED TOP TEN  and Karin Bell with Logan the Eng-

lish Shepherd also for Breed TOP TEN. 

 

Dare also made his debut at the first R2R March 2011 trial; running in three classes at each trial and earned his Novice Tunnelers title running almost 6 

yards a second. I was very proud of his impulse control. He never jumped a contact or broke a start line.  Dare made his debut in mid March and has two 

titles to his credits,,,Jumpers and Tunnelers. We are very happy with our new boy. 

 

 Since Championships Fallon has finished her 18th NATCH and will finish her first Medal with one more Regular run. She had her 12th birthday? 

  

  Sweep made the NADAC TOP TEN LIST for 2010 in 3 categories; Sweep made TOP TEN BREED LIST 2010 in all 7 categories; Fallon made TOP     

TEN BREED 2010 in 5 categories; Trapper made TOP TEN BREED LIST 2010 in 1 category. Each dog has made the lists each year since they started com-

peting at the Elite level. We are especially proud since there are so many Shelties and Border Collies running in NADAC. 

 

  I recently dropped Fallon to SKILLED category, she has earned it. 

More Brags 

From left to right, at top :  

Sweep, Esteem   

Below: Fallon 
How did your dog gets its name? 

I asked Marj Ross how her dog Chellie got 

her name.  She said that Chellieôs name was 

Chelsea, but in one of her training classes 

there were twelve other Chelseas.    Her 

nickname, ñChellie,ò became her name and 

now she is known as the best distance dog 

on the West Coast...maybe the whole U.S.! 



Pete:  Many of you know we rescued a trained sheep dog (Border Collie) from a breeder/herding competitor in British Columbia last July.  Pete is a great dog!  He 
ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǉǳƛǊƪȅ όŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƭƛŎƪ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜŘ ŦƭƻƻǊǎΣ ŎƛǊŎƭŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀ ǎƭƛŎƪ-floored room in a "come bye" direction, slinks out of the room when he hears any kind of 
bell, heads for the back door at a run whenever he hears the teeter slam on the agility field (yes... some people who use our field run their dogs on the teeter), 
etc., etc., etc.) but he is a herding machine!  This is great because we have a couple dozen sheep now, and since lambing started last week, we have added a 
dozen more (with more still to come)!  Pete and Maureen have competed in 2 sheep ranch herding trials and have improved significantly from one to the next.  

AARF!: We have had a great time running AARF! and look forward to hosting our first sanctioned NADAC trial in July.  It should be a great time and we have some 
special extras planned for our inaugural event!  We also have enjoyed creating and hosting the Northern California Agility League.  The Monday night league is a 
great release for all to come out and meet with friends and play with our pups!  Several of you have come by and played with us on Mondays, and we welcome 
those drop-ins!!  Even Blair Bloxham and Audrey stopped by and played on one Monday in January on their way back to Canada.   If any of you are ever going to 
be in the wine country, give us a ring.  ²ŜΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳΗ 

Lyons Pack Update 
It has been quite a year for the Lyons Pack over here in Santa Rosa, CA!  Here is the recap: 

Gadget:  DŀŘƎŜǘΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ȅŜǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƛŜƭŘΥ  SOYBEAN!  She spent 10 days with Maureen last September on a natural hunting trip to the soy-
bean and corn fields of Ohio and Indiana!  As with most things, though, Gadget does not come by them easily (she makes US sweat)!  During the days of hunting, 
she was the dog who most often found the live holes before even the experienced dogs did, but she would wait at the hole opening for the quarry to pop its head 
out (much like she does at home when gopher hunting), instead of entering the hole/tube to go to the quarry.  In the meantime, another dog would enter the 
earth and lay claim to the quarry.  Finally, at 3pm on the last day of the trip, she found a live hole and entered the ground going about 5 feet down and 8 feet 
across!  She worked the hole for over 40 minutes, requiring roots to be sawn away above her head to allow her to continue down the tube to hold the groundhog 
at the end!  She made her mom proud as she successfully earned her first Natural Hunting Certificates from the JRTCA and from the  AWTA. 

Kachina:  In February, Kachina had to undergo the same procedure Finn has had done to both shoulders.  The ligaments and tissue in her left shoulder had 
stretched so severely that it was allowing the shoulder joint to loosen to the point that it was actually out of alignment.  The telltale sign of her discomfort was 
indicated to us when her weave pole behavior changed.  A few months earlier, she had begun to stop before a weave pole entry and bark at her dad... very 
strange!  She was obviously in pain!  She is in the middle of her 6 weeks of rehab right now, and the doctor said that he could not have asked for better results 
from the procedure!  Kachina became a vet dog in December, but has yet to run in a trial as a vet dog because of this surgery.  We expect her to be off of the DL in 
time for the AARF! in the Wine Country trial in Santa Rosa this July.  

Finn:  Late last August, Finn was diagnosed with the same condition in his right shoulder that he had undergone surgery for in his left less than a year be-
fore.  Although the damage was not as severe, and the surgery was a complete success, he was still relegated to 6 weeks of crate arrest and then the 6+ weeks of 
rehab to rebuild the muscle and exercise the joints.  Of course, like everything else Finn does, he went  through it with perfection.  Some of you may have seen 
ƘƛƳ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƴƎ ŀǘ ²!D ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ 9D/ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wнw {ǘΦ tŀŘŘȅΩǎ Řŀȅ ǘǊƛŀƭΦ  We love to see Finn out there enjoying the ring and giving 
Maureen his ALL!  Finn's modeling/acting resume continues to grow.  Just recently, he officially became a movie star with a small role in a Jack Kerouac Produc-
tions feature film, "Big Sur."  A recent modeling gig was for a new brand of dog treats from Del Monte, "Milo's Kitchen."  Here is a link to a pic of Finn on the 
Milo's Kitchen main page and, from there, click on "Learn More" to see another pic of him:  http://www.miloskitchen.com/   .  He and Maureen continue to pur-
sue the sport of canine musical freestyle, as well.  This boy needs to keep busy - thrives on working and doing his job right!

Gadget getting that groundhog!  Note shovel over her head as they  dig her out. 

http://www.miloskitchen.com/%20%20

